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Copernicus

C O P E R N I C U S  I N  B R I E F

Å Copernicus is the flagship EO programme of the European Union:

ï Monitors the Earth, its environment and ecosystems

ï Prepares for crises, security risksand natural or man-made disasters

ï Contributesto the 9¦Ωǎrole as a global soft power

Å Based on User Requirements

Å Full, free and open data policy

Å Is a tool for economic development and a driver for the digital economy

2



Copernicus

C O P E R N I C U S  H I S T O R Y
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Copernicus

C O P E R N I C U S  G O V E R N A N C E
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THE SENTINELS
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Key Features

SENTINEL-1: 
4-40m resolution, 3 day revisit at equator

Polar-orbiting, all-weather, 
day-and-night radar imaging

S1A and 1B 
in orbit

SENTINEL-2: 
10-60m resolution, 5 days revisit time 

S2A and 2B 
in orbit

Polar-orbiting, multispectral 
optical, high-resolution imaging 

SENTINEL-3: 
300-1200m resolution, <2 days revisit 

S3A and S3B 
in orbit

Optical and altimeter mission 
monitoring sea and land parameters

SENTINEL-4:  
8km resolution, 60 min revisit time

1st Launch 
2020

Payloadfor atmosphere 
chemistry monitoringon MTG-S

SENTINEL-5p: 
7-68km resolution, 1 day revisit 

S5P in orbit
Mission to reduce data gaps 
between Envisat, and Sentinel 5

SENTINEL-5: 
7.5-50km resolution, 1 day revisit 

1st Launch  
2021

Payload for atmosphere chemistry 
monitoring on MetOp2ndGen

SENTINEL-6:  
10 day revisit time

1st Launch 
2020

Radar altimeter to measure sea-
surface height globally
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T H E  C O N T R I B U T I N G  M I S S I O N S
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